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Hideaki Matsumoto
Chairman
Nippon Taiko Foundation

It is our great pleasure to present the Taiko Charity Concert this
evening for the support of Shine On! Kids.

We are very happy and grateful to announce that Nippon
Taiko Foundation celebrates its 20th anniversary this year. Our
foundation now has 45 Chapters in 41 Prefectures throughout
Japan. Under our wings, we have 700 member teams, comprised
of over 20,000 individual Taiko players. The members range from
pre-kindergartners to senior citizens. More recently, women and
people with disabilities are also very active.

Since its establishment in 1997, our foundation has
implemented many projects including Taiko Concerts, Taiko
Junior Competitions, Performances by Challenged Taiko Players,
and various seminars and master courses. These projects were
made possible by the generous support of the Nippon Foundation
and organizations related to the motorboat racing.

In the international arena, our foundation has dispatched Taiko
member teams to 47 different countries over the years.

We were happy to see the participation of Argentine Junior
team in this year’s Nippon Taiko Junior Competition, together
with the winners of Taiko Junior Competitions in Taiwan and
Brazil.

It is noteworthy that through these events, Taiko plays a very
important role to build international friendship. Nippon Taiko
Foundation will continue to promote Taiko both in Japan and
overseas.

This evening, six Taiko teams will be performing. Four teams
were selected to represent various regions in Japan. In addition,
we are also pleased to introduce the winner of the 13th Nippon
Taiko Senior Competition and the winner of the 19th Nippon
Taiko Junior Competition. We sincerely hope that you will enjoy
the concert this evening.
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Kimberly Forsythe
President
Shine On! Kids

On behalf of Shine On! Kids, please let me express our gratitude
to the Nippon Taiko Foundation for this opportunity to host the 21st
Taiko Charity Concert.

Shine On! Kids' mission is to support children with cancer and
other serious illnesses and their families throughout Japan. We have
a number of innovative and powerful psychosocial support programs
that directly improve quality of life and resilience for children and their
families during challenging medical treatments in hospital. Founded in
2006, we celebrated our 10th anniversary last year. My husband and I
created the organization after we lost our son to leukemia. At first we
simply hoped to support children in one hospital in Tokyo. Over the
years our programs have grown and are now in 19 hospitals throughout
Japan. We have plans to expand to 22 hospitals by 2018.

Our programs touch children and families throughout the country
and we believe that we are making a difference to not only hospitalized
children, but also to children who have been discharged and are
treated as outpatients. Currently our core programs are the Facility
Dog Program and Beads of Courage® Program. In the near future,
we will provide long-term support for all our patients and their
families through our new program in the learning support area, which
emphasizes English, IT and Global Thinking.

The proceeds of this wonderful charity concert will be used for our
Facility Dog Program. Now we have 2 teams of golden retrievers and
nurse handlers in Shizuoka and Kanagawa. This fiscal year, we are
planning to implement the 3rd team in one of the largest children's
hospitals in Japan.

We cannot make a difference without you.

Let's support our children with cancer and other serious illnesses
together as a community of “caring people” and help them to Shine
On!

(Translation: Shine On! Kids)
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About Shine On! Kids

Shine On! Kids was incorporated as The Tyler Foundation, a Non-

Profit Organization under the laws of Japan in July 2006. The
creation of the organization was inspired by the smiles and courage
of Mark and Kim Ferris’ son Tyler, who spent much of his short life
battling a very difficult-to-cure kind of leukemia. After they lost
Tyler, they realized there were many ways to take Tyler’s struggles
and their experience and create something positive for families
going through what they had endured.

Shine On! Kids works to make the fight a little easier and the future
much brighter for children with cancer and other serious illnesses
and their families in hospitals throughout Japan. It’s about helping
these children face life with confidence, smiles, hope and courage;
so they can truly Shine On!

In December, 2012, Shine On! Kids became officially certified by
the Tokyo Metropolitan Government.

Today, Shine On! Kids’ programs are supporting children in
hospitals throughout Japan.

Facility Dog Program : 2 hospitals

Beads of Courage® Program : 18 hospitals

279074 kFvoEld

279U T 4 Ry Old RRICBEBL TEEF—LD—8ELTEH
F3EDIC. BNRL—ZVHERFICRTT, N\VRS—
ERNPICB>TEEL, BLBBBEEOMNEVICEEFHT, B
BICLED>TOE T, BEATEES, YraY - AV - FUID
EITB—8E (I—-LTVLRJ—N—-) LHBELEFEA. 77
YUTF 4 Ry ODREEEFHIE. 88RAURRICEEL. BL2D=
—RIEDLBIEFATOIETT, BORBPFHEADNE
A0 UNEUZEGEETOET, OWAVARRER PSR Z KD
FETEEFDYETA. EZTEETRTROBBICANEDDT
@<, BURDPNDE¥ZICOTEZLOEARVURLEBIES
CED ABBELTOBRFTELI-BDLDRAHIGYET,
279U TF A RYIDNY RS —[FEERBRBRDHDEEMTI,
NYRES—=ELTOEMNB L —ZVI5RHFDTEICLY.
AEARICBFT DY ROZRIRICETA. FEBDICBEPEDIR
M EBRAVIEROLLTEIBZDIENTEET, o, B
Be L TORRBRE. BINAENADREET —HDOREICHEII D
TOW&ET,




IR BRKRIUCEURRSSOBR/IIRICEOEREU A
—IZTEFP
<1 F—L T EE 2700 ~ 3000 @D

Facility Dog Program

The Facility Dog Program improves treatment outcomes and
children’s approach to medical treatment through Japan’s first, full-
time Animal Assisted Therapy Program at a children’s hospital.
A specially trained therapy dog is paired with a dedicated nurse
handler to make a new kind of medical team that is there every day
to make life in the hospital a little brighter.

Patients are encouraged and comforted by the dog’s wonderful, non-
judgmental nature and benefit both physically and emotionally from
their daily interactions with them. A Facility Dog team can make
thousands of visits per year; they accompany children during scary
or painful medical procedures, sit with children after surgeries, and
comfort parents after hearing the news that their child is sick. For
children, Facility Dogs have the power to turn a scary moment into a
fun moment.

Launched at Shizuoka Children’s Hospital in January 2010, and July
2012 in Kanagawa Children Medical Center.
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(Translation by Shine On! Kids)



PROGRAM

1. ADYKREE CREE)

Minori Taiko from Ibaraki Prefecture

2. BEATEHHE BB
Fugaku Taiko Ryujin-kumi

from Shizuoka Prefecture

3. LB TEAEZS ®ED

Joshu Azuma Taiko from Gunma Prefecture

4. \UBRZRME SOREFAF (KEh & RBE=0RR)
(AW - SEER)
Taishi Yamabe & Sho Asano,
Taiko & Tsugaru Shamisen

from Okayama and Miyagi Prefecture

5. BNRF (LBER AIARRER)
*FI13EBAKRFEY =PIV H—ILBA
Yoshitaka Nogata, Yamato Taiko
from Saga Prefecture
*The Winner of the 13th Senior Taiko Competition

6. AHICETY (BHR)
* 19 QBANSEY 1 =P IVH—IVEBF— LA
Wadaiko Tagiri from Fukuoka Prefecture
*The Winner of the 19th Junior Taiko Competition
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Minori Taiko
(Ibaraki Prefecture)

Minori Taiko was formed in April of 1992 and it celebrates
its 25th anniversary this year. Since its establishment, they have
continued to strive for better performances so as to convey their
passion to the audience through Taiko. Now the team is consisted
of 25 members.

Minori Taiko has performed its original Taiko music pieces at
various events in and out of Ibaraki Prefecture. Recently, the team
is very active to hold workshops and concerts on a regular basis
and their performances are always well received.

Members are happy and honored to have an opportunity to join
the Charity Concert. Minori Taiko sincerely hopes that you will
enjoy tonight’s performance.
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Fugaku Taiko Ryujin-kumi
(Shizuoka Prefecture)

Fugaku Taiko was formed in 1977 when Mme. Reiko
Yamauchi, President of Fugaku-kai, introduced music therapy
using Taiko to the Fugaku-kai schools. Situated at the foot of Mt.
Fuji (“Fugaku” means Mt. Fuji) in Shizuoka Prefecture, Fugaku-
kai is a non-profit social welfare institution for people with
intellectual disabilities.

It is especially noteworthy that the training in Taiko enhances
other creative talents of challenged individuals. Today, Taiko is
well-known as a supplementary tool for rehabilitation of people
with disabilities and training for their social independence.

Their original Taiko pieces are composed by the leader,
Tsuyoshi Yamauchi, all depicting legends, folk stories, and nature
related to Mt. Fuji.

The team celebrates its 40th anniversary this year.
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Joshu Azuma Taiko
(Gunma Prefecture)

Joshu Azuma Taiko was started in 1990 with the members
of the Youth Organization in Gunma Prefecture to promote a
Japanese culture and to hand down to the future generations.

In the following year, junior members joined and now the team
has 40 members ranging from 6 years old to those in their sixties.

The team is eager to improve their Taiko performances and to
reach the audiences’ hearts by incorporating modern style into the
traditional Japanese Taiko.

Since its organization, Joshu Azuma Taiko has been actively
joining local festivals and soon also started to be invited to
perform at various events in and out of Gunma Prefecture.

They believe that Taiko plays a key role to nurture young
people and vitalize their region.

11



UBEZ=mI SO% 4+ ATk & IRE = OKIR
(AW - HER)

B =Ry (A

1988 &, BUWEBHMLE TN, IMHOSARICELA, 6K T
WTOBERBAZD XY N—E L TEBIZIID,

2004 &, [HREENARIV TR CAXASEDOS] ICRESD
16mCEHZBL. REFEZES, REFOU XLREKRBEICEONF
REzHEEL. BHBEICHABTKIIRT S, E88Y. Fde
ERNKBEDTAREMZBRL., Y+ IVEDEY Y 3V EBRNIC
ToTW53,

EE # CRB=%®)

1990 &, BSHEUEMEEN. SHMDIE. HRXDFET=0KE
D, 7R CRBRZHKEEEASICRED TOHHS.

BEIUBSHROREVBBLTEERLEZVUB R 5, 2004 £,
RRZKFEEAS TRSBOARTREDER. Y0OB. EHRiE
BL 3EFH, BASDBREAUAERICT,

REE SHEAFEEAA. I v VIV EBA TEEDBZLF TN,

Taishi Yamabe & Sho Asano,
Taiko & Tsugaru Shamisen (Japanese three-stringed instrument)
(Okayama and Miyagi Prefecture)

Taishi Yamabe (Taiko) was born in Okayama Prefecture in 1988. He
started Taiko at the age of 3 and performed on the stage as a member of
Kurashiki Tenryo Taiko at 6.

In 2004, he participated in Tokyo International Taiko Contest and
became the youngest winner in the Big Taiko Division at 16. His
performance features superb Taiko technique and unique rhythm. He also
composes original Taiko music pieces and performs with the artists of
other genres.

Sho Asano (Tsugaru Shamisen) was born in Miyagi Prefecture in 1990.
Influenced by his grandfather, he started Shamisen at the age of 5 and
took part in Tsugaru Shamisen National Competition at 7.

Breaking the youngest winner record at every level of the competition,
he finally became the youngest player to win the Grandprize at the highest
level of the competition at age 14 in 2004. Later, he defended the title two
years in a row.

Now, he enjoys not only playing typical Shamisen pieces but also
challenging himself to perform with the artists of other genres.
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Yoshitaka Nogata, Yamato Taiko

(Saga Prefecture)
The Winner of the 13th Senior Taiko Competition
(Competition for those over the age of 60)

Yamato Taiko was established with the fervent wishes of vitalizing
Yamato-town of Saga Prefecture in 1989. The members were consisted
of the Youth League of Yamato Town Society of Commerce and
Industry and Yoshitaka Nogata was one of them. Since then, he has
continued to practice Taiko with concerted efforts for 28 years.

He started teaching the junior group of the team formed in 1991, and
later became the leader of Yamato Taiko.

Now he is also the representative of Saga Chapter of Nippon Taiko
Foundation, the president of Saga Taiko Federation, and the vice-
president of All Kyushu Taiko Union.

Nogata won the Grandprize of 2016 Senior Taiko Competition held
last December and received the Award from the Ministry of Education,
Culture, Sports, Science and Technology.
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Wadaiko Tagiri

(Fukuoka Prefecture)
*The Winner of the 19th Nippon Taiko Junior Competition
(Competition for those under the age of 18)

Wadaiko Tagiri was formed in 2009 aiming to promote a traditional
culture in Itoda-town of Fukuoka Prefecture, well known as the former
coal-mining town.

Wadaiko Tagiri’s “Tagiri” is taken from the famous local spring
called “Tagiri-no-tsubo” with the hope for the team to be pure and
powerful like the spring.

Tonight’s performance is entitled “Kirikusan”. Kirikusan depicts
the spirits of the coal miners who worked in a harsh environment in
the region. Coal miners were always living with the fear for life. With
the deep respects, members put every effort to express Kirikusan’s
righteous spirits through Taiko.

Wadaiko Tagiri is extremely happy and grateful to win the
Grandprize of this year’s Junior Taiko Competition selected from 522
teams, 5,506 participants.
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¥¢ Taiko Event Schedule Yy

2017. 8. 31, Thursday

M Nippon Taiko University Festival

(Bunkyo Civic Hall, Bunkyo-ku, Tokyo)

Performances by university students in Japan.

Admission free

2017.9. 21, Thursday

M Nippon Taiko Festival

(National Theatre, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo)

Performances by noted Taiko teams from various regions of Japan.
Advance Ticket 2,500 yen Today’s Ticket 3,000 yen

2017.10. 1, Sunday

M National Challenged Taiko Festival

(Gotenba-city Hall, Gotenba-city, Shizuoka)

Mentally/physically challenged Taiko teams gather to perform and exchange
their Taiko experiences.

Admission free

2017.10.15, Sunday

B National Cultural Festival-Taiko Festival

(DMG MORI Yamatokoriyama Jo Hall, Yamatokoriyama-city, Nara)
Performances by Taiko teams from various regions of Japan.
Admission free

2017. 11. 3, Friday

M The 20th Anniversary Nippon Taiko Festival

(Asakusa Sumida Park, Taito-ku, Tokyo)

Performances by Taiko teams from all over Japan.

Admission free

2017. 11. 19, Sunday

M Nippon Taiko Senior Competition

(Tsubata-cho Culture Center, Cygnus, Tsubata-cho, Ishikawa)

All performers are over the age of 60.

Admission free

2018. 3. 25, Sunday

M Nippon Taiko Junior Competition

(Kanazawa Kageki-za, Kanazawa-city, Ishikawa)

Junior performers under the age of 18 selected from prefectural preliminary
contests perform at this nation-wide final competition. Teams from Brazil
and Taiwan will join, too.

Advance Ticket 2,000 yen Today’s Ticket 2,500 yen

M Nippon Taiko Courses

Nippon Taiko Seminars are held as below:

2017. 6.24-25 (Sat. Sun.) Koriyama-city, Fukushima

2017.9.16-17 (Sat. Sun.) Minowa-town, Nagano

2018. 2.17-18 (Sat. Sun.) Miyazaki-city, Miyazaki

Anyone regardless of age can take basic to advanced level courses. Our
chapters also hold Taiko courses.

M Nippon Taiko Official Certification

Your Taiko skill can be measured by official certification tests. Three
levels of Taiko Instructor’s Certificate and five levels of Taiko Technical
Certificate are issued by the Foundation. Beginners are welcome.

For further information, please visit our website at
www.nippon-taiko.or.jp
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Nippon Taiko Foundation

Chairman Hideaki Matsumoto
Established 11 November 1997
Branches 45 Prefectural Chapters
Members 700 Taiko Teams

(20,000 Individual Taiko Players)

Purpose:  To further disseminate and to promote Japanese
traditional Taiko culture both domestically and
internationally.

Activities: In order to achieve the objectives of the Foundation,
following activities are being pursued.

1. Supporting the development of Taiko traditions and its new
creations

2. Organizing Taiko concerts, seminars and festivals

3. Hosting international cultural exchanges

4. Training and educating Taiko players

5. Conducting surveys and researches on Taiko

6. Other activities in support of the Foundation’s objectives
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NIPPON TAIKO FOUNDATION

T 107-0052 REHAXFRIR 1-2-2
Akasaka 1-2-2, Minato-ku, Tokyo 107-0052
Tel (03) 6229-5577 Fax (03) 6229-5580
URL : http://www.nippon-taiko.or.jp

E-mail : info@nippon-taiko.or.jp
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T 103-0023 RR#FRX HAEAHE 3-3-6 7HKE I 7 B
Wakamatsu Building 7F, 3-3-6 Nihonbashi-Honcho,
Chuo-ku, Tokyo 103-002
Tel (03) 6202-7262

URL: http://sokids.org/ja/

E-mail: info@sokids.org
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