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Hideaki Matsumoto

Chairman
Nippon Taiko Foundation

It is our great pleasure and honour to present the 20th Anniversary Nippon Taiko Festival this evening.

Nippon Taiko Foundation celebrates its 20th anniversary this year. Now we have 45 Chapters in 41
Prefectures throughout Japan. Under our wings, the foundation has 700 member teams, comprised of
20,000 individual Taiko players. The members range from pre-kindergartners to senior citizens. More
recently, women and people with disabilities are also very active.

Since its establishment in 1997, our foundation, with the generous support of the Nippon Foundation
has implemented many projects including Taiko Festivals, Taiko Junior and Senior Competitions,
Performances by people with disabilities and various seminars and master courses. In the international
arena, our foundation has dispatched Taiko member teams and received overwhelming praises in 47
different countries.

This Festival features the very top 15 teams specially selected from various regions of Japan. We
sincerely hope that you will enjoy the powerful beats of Taiko, our fine traditional culture.

Finally, we would like to extend our heartfelt appreciation to Nippon Taiko Foundation Tokyo Chapter,
Kanhasshu Taiko Federation, and those who have put great efforts to make this Festival possible.
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Message from

Yuriko Koike

Governor of Tokyo

I would like to extend my heartfelt congratulations at the opening of the Nippon Taiko Festival, celebrating the
20th anniversary of the Nippon Taiko Foundation. In order to preserve and pass on Taiko traditions as well as to
promote and popularize new Taiko style, the Nippon Taiko Foundation has been engaging in a diverse range of
activities.

In ancient times, Taiko was used as a tool of communication and as time passed, it played an important role
in religious rituals and festivals. Today, Taiko has established itself as a unique music genre and I would like to
extend my deep respect and gratitude to the Foundation for its tireless efforts.

Last December, Tokyo Metropolitan Government formulated a new comprehensive plan called “New Tokyo.
New Tomorrow. The Action Plan for 2020" aiming for Tokyo to be the unique cultural city with the fusion of the
traditional and more contemporary cultures.

We have been holding cultural events in preparation for 2020 Tokyo Olympics and Paralympics to introduce
the Japanese wonderful cultures globally and Taiko is certainly one of the cultures.

It is my understanding that the Taiko teams performing in this Festival have been specially selected from
various regions throughout Japan and I am certain that everyone viewing this Festival today will be deeply
moved and inspired by the powerful Taiko performances.

In closing, I would like to express my sincere wishes for the future prosperity of the Nippon Taiko Foundation
and for the success of the Festival.
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Yoichi Watanabe

President
Nippon Taiko Foundation Tokyo Chapter and Kanhasshu Taiko Federation

It is with distinct pleasure that Nippon Taiko Festival to celebrate the 20th Anniversary of the Nippon
Taiko Foundation is held in Tokyo. On behalf of the Nippon Taiko Foundation Tokyo Chapter, I would like
to welcome every one of you coming to the Festival.

Nippon Taiko Foundation Tokyo Chapter formed a coalition with Tokyo Taiko Federation last year.
Together, it is our great pleasure to welcome top teams from all over Japan here in Tokyo and we
have put our tireless energy to prepare for this Festival. The member teams of Tokyo Chapter have
contributed to vitalizing various regions of Greater Tokyo Area through Taiko. We certainly believe that
the superb performances of teams performing tonight will stimulate and enhance Taiko culture.

Finally, I would like to express my most sincere appreciation to Agency for Cultural Affairs, Tokyo
Metropolitan Government and those who have put great efforts to make this Festival possible.
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Tokyo Chapter Joint Team from Tokyo
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Hokkaido Kushiro Ezo Taiko from Hokkaido
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Owari Shinjiro Taiko from Aichi Prefecture
4. X&heig; [Eo=]
Taiko Dojo “Kaze-no-kai” from Yamagata Prefecture
5. BHASEEH P
Ukichi Takano & Chichibu Shachu from Saitama Prefecture
6. BAE: [ERE]
Tachibana Taiko “Hibikiza” from Miyazaki Prefecture
7. BEXE Bl
Fugaku Taiko Ryujin-kumi from Shizuoka Prefecture
8. #MFIEFNRAEIRES
Choshi Hane-Taiko from Chiba Prefecture
9. MX&EHIEZED
Wadaiko Tagiri from Fukuoka Prefecture
10. J\XX&EAE
Hachijo Taiko Rokunin-kai from Tokyo
11. FRUTEARBIRTFS
Tedori Koryu Taiko from Ishikawa Prefecture
12. AR TFE
Osuwa Taiko from Nagano Prefecture
13. GRM{LHRE LTt
Iwami Jindai Kagura from Shimane Prefecture
14. HERASIRFE
Gojinjo Taiko from Ishikawa Prefecture
15. 2OE IVVAIETRAS
Yufuin Genryu Taiko from Oita Prefecture
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Tokyo Chapter Joint Team from Tokyo

Tokyo Chapter of the Nippon Taiko Foundation is consisted of 24 member teams including both
professional and amateur players, and they have been actively implementing many Taiko activities.

Last year, the number of the member teams increased significantly and Tokyo Chapter started
activities fresh again with new members.

Tokyo Chapter Joint Team is a special team consisted of 70 players selected from 24 teams
belonging to the Tokyo Chapter. They are very proud that this commemorative Festival opens with
their performance.

Today's performance titled “Tasuki” (relay) is composed by Yoichi Watanabe, the president of the
Tokyo Chapter. The team believes that Taiko players passion handed down through generations
will reach audience’s hearts and relay to the next generation.

The team sincerely hopes that you will enjoy the joint efforts.




FohWES A TEWCEZEADV

ILEEL UAIBRRARIRES  1se

JeiE < LAWK SIE, BHT42 45 4 H, S0P TITHA . AR4ETHE 50 JH4E
MR AGEE TR E VT I F 27 OERKBEN T,

HAKBEZ FMIZ, LIBEOKARRZEZIICEZLANLDOEELEIREZLTHDY 2HED
T LTHIZEIHLTBY £,

FRIZT7 4 X3 HAKE Z RS S8 2k LT, PRI SEEEH ZHTTH
0. 2 EEQENT IS IE, ALBED ¥ — ok — v [Kitaral ROEE - 2 MY —FK—LTO
BN 247V B2 18 Mo igsb s & Bz 3 % EEINAMI B W THREH O 2 L TH
DEJ,

ZHEERE

WA 62 4E, I SCIbE 2] PR 22 48, ¥ ¥ MY —HUsSUbE 25

SR 23 4R, RS SO E S B, PR 25 4R, SCERRR R LS SO L T

Hokkaido Kushiro Ezo Taiko from Hokkaido

In 1967, Hokkaido Kushiro Ezo Taiko, the oldest Taiko amateur group in Hokkaido, was
established in Kushiro-city, situated at the eastern coast of Hokkaido, well-known for dense fog. Ezo
is the old name for Hokkaido and the team celebrates its 50th anniversary this year.

Hokkaido is blessed with great nature and unique indigenous Ainu culture, and the lifestyle and
prayers of Ainu people are incorporated into the team's Taiko performances.

Kushiro Ezo Taiko has given numerous performances throughout Japan including performances
at the National Theatre and Suntory Hall in Tokyo. They have also given a total of 18 overseas
performances. Their lively Taiko beats have moved many people's hearts at every place they
visited.

Hokkido Kushiro Ezo Taiko received several awards including Hokkaido Cultural Award in 2011
and the Regional Cultural Merits Award of the Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and
Technology in 2013.
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Owari Shinjiro Taiko from Aichi Prefecture

Owari Shinjiro Taiko is Kagura style Taiko and performances are dedicated to the Shinto deities
at the shrines. It is handed down through generations since Edo Period in the western agricultural
region of Aichi Prefecture near Nagoya-city.

Owari Shinjiro Taiko was revived by the late Mr. Shinjiro Nishikawa, the founder of the group.
This Taiko performance originates from great Kagura (Shinto music and dance) performed at
Atsuta Shrine in Nagoya-city. The style of the performance is divided into two types; Kyoku-Taiko
and Kagura Yakata Taiko. Kyoku-Taiko is characterized by the unique style of twirling and tossing
Taiko sticks. As for Kagura Yakata Taiko, Taiko is placed on Yakata (movable stand) and tightened
up skin of Taiko played with thin bamboo sticks gives very high-pitched sound. This Taiko
procession is accompanied by a Japanese flute.
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Taiko DOjO “Kaze-no-kai” from Yamagata Prefecture

Taiko Dojo “Kaze-no-kai” was formed in 1992 to hand down to the future generations and
perform its original Taiko music pieces. The team has focused on training themselves not only
physically but also mentally.

They have performed in numerous parts of Japan and foreign countries such as Hawaii, Monaco
and South Korea. Kaze-no-kai was the first Taiko group ever to perform at the Olympic Stadiums
in Sydney, Salt Lake City as well as Athens, and The United Nations European Headquarters.
Moreover, it was their great honour to perform at the closing ceremony of the Nagano Winter
Olympics in 1998 when for the first time, two thousand players performed Taiko together. After
March 11, 2011, the Great East Japan Earthquake, they have actively visited the disaster areas in
the hope of encouraging the local people through their performances.
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Ukichi Takano & Chichibu Shachu from Saitama Prefecture

Chichibu Yatai Bayashi is well known as one of the three major Japanese festivals with floats
along with the Gion Festival of Kyoto and the Takayama Festival of Gifu. Chichibu Yatai Bayashi
is performed inside the fully decorated 20-ton float to provide rhythm to about 300 people who are
pulling the float.

The team, “Ukichi Takano & Chichibu Shachu” was founded by the late father of the present
leader, and the founder was designated as the holder of Intangible Cultural Asset by Saitama
Prefecture. Since then, the team has taught more than few thousand people.

The team had a privilege to welcome the Crown Prince in 2004, and they have also played in
various events within and outside of Japan and received overwhelming praises in the United States,
Canada, Russia, Australia, China and European countries.
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Tachibana Taiko “Hibikiza” from Miyazaki Prefecture

Tachibana Taiko “Hibikiza" is from Miyazaki Prefecture located in Kyushu island, the most
southern island of the four major islands constituting Japan.

The members have entrusted their soul, their spirit, and their lifestyle to the beating sound of
Taiko. They are the new generation bearing the Taiko traditions, which are significant elements
in the Japanese ancient history, and they convey these mighty messages to the audience. Their
invigorating sound also reflects the warm temperate sunshine and the gentle breeze of the ocean of
Miyazaki Prefecture.

The team hopes that you will enjoy our passionate performance tonight.
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Fugaku Taiko Ryujin-kumi from Shizuoka Prefecture

Fugaku Taiko was formed in 1977 when Mme. Reiko Yamauchi, Chairman of Fugaku-kai,
introduced music therapy using Taiko to the Fugaku-kai schools. Situated at the foot of Mt. Fuji
(“Fugaku” means Mt. Fuji) in Shizuoka Prefecture, Fugaku-kai is a non-profit social welfare
institution for people with intellectual disabilities.

It is especially noteworthy that the training in Taiko enhances other creative talents of challenged
individuals and the advantage of Taiko began to be highly evaluated overseas too. Today, Taiko
is well-known as a supplementary tool for rehabilitation of people with disabilities and training for
their social independence.

Their original Taiko pieces are composed by the leader, Tsuyoshi Yamauchi, all depicting legends,
folk stories, and nature related to Mt. Fuji.

The team celebrates its 40th anniversary this year.
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Choshi Hane-Taiko from Chiba Prefecture

On the day of the spring tide, Oshio Festival (Big Tide Festival) is held to express gratitude
for the harvest of the sea in Kawaguchi Shrine of Choshi-city in Chiba Prefecture. Hane-Taiko is
performed to lead Mikoshi (portable shrine) in the Festival.

Choshi Hane-Taiko is characterized by its unique way of playing Taiko. Two players hoist a
Taiko with their necks and chests. They play Taiko and jump alternatively as they pivot around
Taiko. The best part of Hane-Taiko is “Nekase-uchi.” One player lies on the ground while the other
holds Taiko on top of him. They keep playing Taiko powerfully as they crawl on the ground.

Choshi Hane-Taiko has been receiving great reviews for its active performances within and
outside of Japan including performances at National Theatre three times. It was their great pleasure
that they performed at the welcome reception for Michael Jackson in Tokyo and he asked for
encore.
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Wadaiko Tagiri from Fukuoka Prefecture

Wadaiko Tagiri was formed in 2009 aiming to promote a traditional culture in Itoda-town of
Fukuoka Prefecture, well known as the former coal-mining town.

Wadaiko Tagiri's “Tagiri” is taken from the famous local spring called “Tagiri-no-tsubo” with the
hope for the team to be pure and powerful like the spring.

Tonight's performance is entitled “Kirikusan”. Kirikusan depicts the spirits of the coal miners
who worked in a harsh environment in the region. Coal miners were always living with the fear
for life. With the deep respects, members put every effort to express Kirikusan's righteous spirits
through Taiko.

Wadaiko Tagiri is extremely happy and grateful to win the Grandprize of this year's Junior Taiko
Competition selected from 522 teams, 5,506 participants.
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Hachijo Taiko Rokunin-kai from Tokyo

Hachijo Island, located 290 km south of Tokyo in the Pacific Ocean, is a small island with a
population of about 10,000. The average temperature is about 18C all year around and it has a nice
tropical ambiance. The island is also known for its history as an exile island since the beginning of
the 17th century.

Hachijo Taiko is known to have originated when warriors were exiled to the island without their
Katana (swords) and needed to vent their anger by beating away Taiko. The stirring emotions
of the warriors can be felt throughout their performance. With their unique rhythm and style of
having two people beating on both sides of Taiko, Taiko players personalities come out rather
vividly through their performance.

Hachijo Taiko Rokunin-kai was formed in 1981 with six people. “Rokunin” means six people. Now,
the team has 13 members and they have been actively performed within and outside of Japan.
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Tedori Koryu Taiko from Ishikawa Prefecture

Tedori Koryu Taiko was created in 1990. It is based on Mushiokuri Taiko originated from the
annual agricultural event that has been handed down for 300 years in Ishikawa Prefecture. During
this annual event, people parade through their rice paddies beating Taiko and carrying flaming
torches, so that the harmful insects, surprised by Taiko beats, are attracted to the torches. At the
end of the parade, the torches are discarded in the river together with the harmful insects.

Tedori Koryu Taiko expresses the lifestyle and culture of this region where people and nature
co-exist. Many different types and sizes of Taiko are used in the ensemble.

Since the team's establishment in 1990, the team has given performances throughout Japan and
at many events overseas. Much effort is exerted in teaching younger generations to pass on the
regional tradition and the junior team was formed in 1998. Since then, the junior team has won the
Grandprizes at the Junior Taiko Competition three times. All members hope that beat of Taiko
reach today's audiences’ hearts.
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Osuwa Taiko from Nagano Prefecture

Osuwa Taiko, one of the Intangible Cultural Assets in Nagano Prefecture, has been handed down
through generations. The team originates from “Kagura®, the sacred Shinto music and dance,
dedicated to the deity of Suwa Great Shrine.

Since Osuwa Taiko was started by late Daihachi Oguchi in 1953, the team has received great
reviews for its performances in various events within and outside of Japan including numerous TV
appearances.

They had a privilege to perform at the Tokyo Olympics in 1964 and at the closing ceremony of
the Nagano Winter Olympics in 1998 when for the first time, two thousand players played Taiko
together.

The team is also active in teaching throughout Japan and overseas. Now about 600 teams are
members of Osuwa Taiko School.

They will continue to further promote Taiko both in Japan and overseas.
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Iwami Jindai Kagura from Shimane Prefecture

Traditionally, Kagura is a sacred Shinto music and dance dedicated to the deities at the Japanese
shrines. Iwami Jindai Kagura was formed in 1768 and became popular when it decided to be more
secular and started to perform for the general public in the end of 19th century. The performance is
handed down through generations since then.

The team comes from Shimane Prefecture located in the western part of Japanese mainland
facing the Sea of Japan and the performance is based on an ancient legend indigenous to the region.
It depicts a story where a deity conquers a monstrous eight-headed dragon to rescue a princess.

Iwami Jindai Kagura has actively participated in the national and international cultural events
to introduce an excellent example of Japan's folk art. Everywhere they have visited, they have
received overwhelming praises.
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GOjiIle Taiko from Ishikawa Prefecture

Gojinjo Taiko originates from Nafune-town, a fishing and farming village, located 15km east of
Wajima-city well known as Wajima-nuri (traditional lacquer ware), seafood and farmer’s market. The
members of Gojinjo Taiko are limited to only people living in small Nafune-town with 80 households.
Members are very looking forward to the summer festival, “Nafune Taisai’ and they put all their
passion into the festival.

The origin of Gojinjo Taiko dates back to 1576, when it is reputed to have saved the village of
Nafune-town on the Noto Peninsula in Ishikawa Prefecture from an offensive launched by the well-
known war lord, Kenshin Uesgi, to invade the interior region of Noto. In courageous attempt to
defend their native land, the villagers penetrated the Uesugi ranks under the cover of darkness,
wearing masks of bark and with seaweed on their heads to give the appearance of tangled long
hair. The Uesugi camp was thrown into confusion at the unexpected sound of their Jin-Taiko (battle
drums), and the unearthly appearances. They fled from the region in due haste. It is said that the
tremendous noises heard that night were the sounds of Gojinjo Taiko.

Gojinjo Taiko was designated as an Intangible Cultural Asset by Wajima-city in 1961, and by
Ishikawa Prefecture in 1963.
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Yufuin Genryu Taiko from Oita Prefecture

The name of this team was taken from the location of its origin, Yufuin, in Oita Prefecture of
Kyushu. Yufuin is a peaceful hot spring town located at the foot of Mt. Yufudake referred to as Mt.
Fuji of Kyushu.

The origin of Yufuin Genryu Taiko rhythm dates back 400 years. Thirty years ago, a small group
of young Taiko players led by Tadashi Hasegawa started to gather every night at the foot of Mt.
Yufudake in open air to practice Taiko. The team has successfully modernized Yufuin Taiko's
traditional unique rhythm and introduced it all over Japan. The technique is highly evaluated as the
very best and the team takes pride in perfect teamwork.

Yufuin Genryu Taiko was designated as an Intangible Cultural Asset by Yufu-city in 2007.
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= 5%/ Members of the Nippon Taiko Foundation

2017 4 9 HEAE  As of September 2017
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Akasaka 1- 2- 2, Minato-ku, Tokyo 107- 0052,Japan
Tel (03) 6229-5577 Fax (03) 6229-5580
URL: http://www.nippon-taiko.or.jp
E-mail: info@nippon-taiko.or.jp
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