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Hideaki Matsumoto

Chairman
Nippon Taiko Foundation

It is our great pleasure to present the Taiko Charity Concert this
evening for the support of BirdLife International Tokyo.

Our foundation now has 45 Chapters in 41 Prefectures
throughout Japan. Under our wings, we have 700 member teams,
comprised of over 19,000 individual Taiko players. The members
range from pre-kindergartners to senior citizens. More recently,
women and people with disabilities are also very active.

Since its establishment in 1997, our foundation has implemented
many projects including The Taiko Charity Concert, Junior and
Senior Competitions, Performances by People with Disabilities,
National Cultural Festival, Asakusa Taiko Festival, University
Taiko Festivals, and various seminars and master courses. It was
our great honour to welcome His Majesty Emperor Akihito at
National Challenged Taiko Festival, last October. These projects
were made possible by the generous support of the Nippon
Foundation and organizations related to the motorboat racing.

In the international arena, our foundation has dispatched Taiko
teams to 47 different countries over the years.

We were happy that the winners of Taiko Junior Competitions
in Taiwan and Brazil participated in the Nippon Taiko Junior
Competition this March. Taiko plays a very important role in
building international friendships. Nippon Taiko Foundation will
continue to promote Taiko both in Japan and overseas.

This evening, six Taiko Teams will be performing. Four Teams
were selected to represent various regions in Japan. In addition,
we are also pleased to introduce the winner of the 15th Nippon
Taiko Senior Competition and the winner of the 21st Nippon
Taiko Junior Competition. We sincerely hope that you will enjoy

the concert this evening.
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BirdLife International

Honorary President,
Her Imperial Highness Princess Takamado

BirdLife International is deeply grateful to the Nippon Taiko Foundation and
guests of the TAIKO Charity Concert for your generous donation.

Time flies, and 15 years have passed since | accepted the position of
Honorary President of BirdLife International. BirdLife is a unique type of
international conservation NGO. Originally founded in 1922 as the International
Council for Bird Preservation (ICBP), we continue to have a scientific
approach to collecting and analyzing data, which we utilize fully as we work
with governments, local authorities and industries to implement and advance
conservation measures and projects. The reputation of BirdLife as being not
only reliable and effective, but attentive to the needs of the people who live in
the conservation areas, makes me proud to be its Honorary President.

Birds fascinate people the world over with their beauty and attract attention.
The fact that they attract attention is helpful in gathering accurate and detailed
information. BirdLife regards birds as “inspirational indicators of biodiversity
and the state of the environment”. By focusing on birds and their habitat, the
BirdLife partnership has provided practical and sustainable solutions to protect
various wildlife and their habitat, and to realize co-existence between nature
and the local people. Science is at the basis of all our work.

BirdLife monitors and analyses data concerning all the bird species in the
world and publishes this as the Red List, which is made available to all. The
Red List is a fundamental data resource for nature conservation throughout the
world, and is used by governments, international institutions and civil society.
For BirdLife, the continued compilation and provision of the Red List is a
must. It is a social obligation and duty. However, it has always been extremely
difficult to obtain funding for this type of work.

It was in 2004 that I became the Honorary President of BirdLife
International. Since then, the issues facing us, from climate change to loss of
biodiversity, have become increasingly more serious. I fully intend to continue
as Honorary President, for much needs to be done, but I have come to think
that it if there is one thing that I would like to leave as a legacy of my having
been honorary president, then it would to create a fund to support our important
scientific monitoring work. I felt that it would be timely to launch the fund to
commemorate my 15th anniversary and that it would add some significance to
my having accepted the role of Honorary President.

Once again, | would like to express my gratitude to Ms. Kazuko Shiomi,
President of the Nippon Taiko Foundation, for having giving us this opportunity
and to thank all the performers, staff, and others who worked so hard for the
TAIKO Charity Concert performance tonight.
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BirdLife International

BirdLife International is one of the oldest international conservation
NGOs, established in 1922 in Cambridge, UK. It is a global partnership
and works together with the 120 partners each representing a
country or region. BirdLife has a scientific approach in collecting
and analyzing data. We believe that birds are useful indicators for
biodiversity and our actions provide both practical and sustainable
solutions. H.I.H. Princess Takamado has been the Honorary President
of BirdLife International since 2004.

BirdLife International Tokyo is the Japan office of BirdLife
International. By working closely with local authorities, industries
and NGOs, we deliver conservation actions for protecting key bird
species including endangered birds and their habitats such as forests
and oceans. We annually hold a fundraising Gala dinner in Tokyo and
Osaka.
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* Donation program for individuals and corporates
Please join our membership program for nature and people.
Contact: tokyo.office@birdlife.org
Your support is greatly appreciated.
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PROGRAM

1. ABREHXRE (=R

Amanojaku from Tokyo

2. AR B @R
Wadaiko Akatsuki from Tokyo

3. INAREE (DBOAS: R - B8
*E 15 EBARARYZPIVO—IVBA
Matsumoto Toshiharu,
Kaga-no-Taiko “Mugen” from Ishikawa Prefecture
*The Winner of the 15th Senior Taiko Competition

4. RBAS [EFE] (3H8)
Tachibana Taiko “Hibiki-za”

from Miyazaki Prefecture

5. 0ABED £ (HEP) &L

Otoya from Kagawa Prefecture

6. MAHICTY (BER)
* 21 @BAKSEY 2 =PIV o — VEBBIE
Wadaiko Tagiri from Fukuoka Prefecture
*The Winner of the 21st Junior Taiko Competition
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Amanojaku
(Tokyo)

Amanojaku is a professional Taiko team formed in 1986 in Tokyo.
Since its establishment, the team has challenged to create new Taiko
music by incorporating modern music into traditional Japanese Taiko.

Based on lively Japanese spirits, Amanojaku’s sound creates
a unique Taiko world. They strive to continue expanding Taiko
possibilities.

Members have performed at various domestic and international
events including TV appearances. Overseas performances amount to
50 countries in North Central, and South Americas, Europe, and Asia.
In each country, they have received overwhelming praises.

Furthermore, Amanojaku not only composes many Taiko music
pieces but also teaches Taiko to young people. Their students have won
many Grandprizes in various Taiko competitions.

The team leader, Mr. Watanabe was appointed the very first Japan
Cultural Envoy by the Agency for Cultural Affairs in 2003.
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Wadaiko Akatsuki
(Tokyo)

Wadaiko Akatsuki was started in 2013 to promote Taiko
evolution. Their performances are characterized by male
masculinity and female gracefulness.

Members perform Taiko with other traditional Japanese
instruments, such as Shamisen, Shinobue, Koto and Shakuhachi
flute. Additionally, often there is a live calligraphy demonstration
during Taiko performance.

Every member has won Grandprize or Second Prize at various
Single O-Taiko (Big Drum) Competitions. All the members also
perform as soloists.

Since they all have official school teachers’ certificates, they are
enthusiastic about teaching Taiko to young people.

Wadaiko Akatsuki strives to deliver authentic Taiko experiences
sincerely to audiences.
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Toshiharu Matsumoto,

Kaga-no-Taiko “Mugen” (Ishikawa Prefecture)
The Winner of the 15th Senior Taiko Competition
(Competition for those over the age of 60)

1949 Born in Mashike-town, Hokkaido
1964 Formed a Taiko Club at work as a result of his fascination with
Kaga Taiko after he started working in Ishikawa Prefecture
1967 Mastered Kaga Taiko through 1,500 performances a year at
Kaga Hot Spring Area
1970 Won the Grandprize of Hokuriku Region O-Taiko Competition
1988 Won the Grandprize of National O-Taiko Competition in
Noto-shima, Ishikawa Prefecture
2005 Established a team, Kaga-no-Taiko “Mugen” and taught Taiko
in the Hokkaido and Kyushu areas
He has participated in Nippon Taiko Senior Competition since he
was 60, and has attained the Second Prize five times. Having dreamed
of winning for many years, he won the Grandprize at 2018 Nippon
Taiko Senior Competition at age of 69.
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Tachibana Taiko “Hibiki-za”
(Miyazaki Prefecture)

Tachibana Taiko “Hibiki-za” is from Miyazaki Prefecture
located in Kyushu Island, the most southern island of the four
major islands constituting Japan.

The members have entrusted their soul, their spirit, and
their lifestyle to the beating sound of Taiko. They are the new
generation bearing the Taiko traditions, which are significant
elements in the Japanese ancient history, and they convey these
mighty messages to the audience. Their invigorating sound also
reflects the warm temperate sunshine and the gentle breeze of the
ocean of Miyazaki.

The team hopes that you will enjoy its passionate performance
tonight.
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Otoya

(Kagawa Prefecture)

Otoya was formed by the former members of “Takase-cho
Jiso Inden Tairyo Taiko” in November 2000. Their home base
is located in Mitoyo-city, Kagawa Prefecture and they actively
participate in events and concerts and perform with artists of other
genres both in and out of the Prefecture.

Taiko is a simple but profound instrument and members make
efforts to expand Taiko potentials. They compose their original
Taiko music and together, pursue to create the team’s unique
performance.

Four of the members are now professional Taiko players and
perform in Japan and overseas.
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Wadaiko Tagiri

(Fukuoka Prefecture)
The Winner of the 21st Nippon Taiko Junior Competition
(Competition for those under the age of 18)

Wadaiko Tagiri was formed in 2009 aiming to promote
traditional culture in the town of Itoda, Fukuoka Prefecture.

Wadaiko Tagiri’s “Tagiri” is taken from the famous local spring
called “Tagiri-no-tsubo” with the hope that the team will be pure
and powerful like this spring. The team motto is “Never forget
to be humble”. Members are eager to practice to improve their
performances so that their passion will reach audience hearts.

Following 2017, for the second time, the team has won the
Grandprize at this year’s 21st Junior Taiko Competition when 509
teams, 5,180 players participated in the regional trials.
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¥¢ Taiko Event Schedule Y

2019. 8. 29, Thursday

B University Taiko Festival

(Bunkyo Civic Hall, Bunkyo-ku, Tokyo)
Performances by university students in Japan.
Admission free

2019.10. 6, Sunday

H National Challenged Taiko Festival

(Kurashiki City Tamashima Culture Center, Kurashiki-city, Okayama)
Mentally/physically challenged Taiko teams gather to perform and exchange
their Taiko experiences.

Admission free

2019.10.13, Sunday
B National Cultural Festival-Taiko Festival
(Joetsu Cultural Center, Joetsu-city, Niigata)

Performances by Taiko teams from various regions of Japan.
Admission free

2019. 11. 3, Sunday

B Asakusa Taiko Festival

(Asakusa Sumida Park, Taito-ku, Tokyo)
Performances by Taiko teams from all over Japan.
Admission free

2019. 11. 17, Sunday

M Nippon Taiko Senior Competition
(Wajima-city Culture Center, Wajima-city, Ishikawa)
The competition for those over the age of 60.
Admission free

2020. 3. 22, Sunday

B Nippon Taiko Junior Competition

(Nagoya Congress Center, Nagoya-city, Aichi)

Junior performers under the age of 18 selected from prefectural preliminary

contests perform at this nation-wide final competition.
Advance Ticket 2,000 yen Today’s Ticket 2,500 yen

M Nippon Taiko Courses

Nippon Taiko Seminars are held as below:

2019. 6.29-30 (Sat. Sun.) Hachimantai-city, Iwate

2019. 9.21-22 (Sat. Sun.) Takayama-city, Gifu

2020. 2.15-16 (Sat. Sun.) Saga-city, Saga

Anyone regardless of age can take basic to advanced level courses. Our
chapters also hold Taiko courses.

M Nippon Taiko Official Certification

Your Taiko skill can be measured by official certification tests. Three
levels of Taiko Instructor’s Certificate and five levels of Taiko Technical
Certificate are issued by the Foundation. Beginners are welcome.

For further information, please visit our website at
www.nippon-taiko.or.jp
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Purpose:  To further disseminate and to promote Japanese
traditional Taiko culture both domestically and
internationally.

(BFRES)

Activities: In order to achieve the objectives of the Foundation,
following activities are being pursued.

1. Supporting the development of Taiko traditions and its new
creations

. Organizing Taiko concerts, seminars and festivals

. Hosting international cultural exchanges

. Training and educating Taiko players

. Conducting surveys and researches on Taiko

. Other activities in support of the Foundation’s objectives
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