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Hideaki Matsumoto
Chairman
Nippon Taiko Foundation

It is our great pleasure to present the Taiko Charity Concert this
evening for the support of Smart Senior Council of Japan.

We are very happy and grateful that Nippon Taiko Foundation
celebrated its 20th anniversary last year. Our foundation now has
45 Chapters in 41 Prefectures throughout Japan. Under our wings,
we have 700 member teams, comprised of over 20,000 individual
Taiko players. The members range from pre-kindergartners to
senior citizens. More recently, women and people with disabilities
are also very active.

Since its establishment in 1997, our foundation has implemented
many projects including Taiko Concerts, Taiko Junior and Senior
Competitions, Performances by People with Disabilities, and
various seminars and master courses. These projects were made
possible by the generous support of the Nippon Foundation and
organizations related to the motorboat racing.

In the international arena, our foundation has dispatched Taiko
member teams to 47 different countries over the years. Last year,
our foundation sent the Taiko team consisted of people with
disabilities to Thailand and we received overwhelming praises.

We were happy to see the participation of the winners of
Taiko Junior Competitions in Taiwan and Brazil together with
the Argentine Junior team in this year’s Nippon Taiko Junior
Competition.

It is noteworthy that through these events, Taiko plays a very
important role to build international friendship. Nippon Taiko
Foundation will continue to promote Taiko both in Japan and
overseas.

This evening, six Taiko teams will be performing. Four teams
were selected to represent various regions in Japan. In addition,
we are also pleased to introduce the winner of the 14th Nippon
Taiko Senior Competition and the winner of the 20th Nippon
Taiko Junior Competition. We sincerely hope that you will enjoy
the concert this evening.
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Children of the South Pacific Islands
to the Tokyo Olympic and Paralympic Games

Chairperson Kumiko Hashimoto

Vice Chairperson and Project Leader, Masako Kuriyama

Smart Senior Council of Japan
(Nippon Kenjin Kaigisho)

Tokyo again became the venue for the 32nd Olympic and Paralympic Games in
2020. Many Japanese people were delighted to listen to this decision. And if this
was the chance for "thinking about world peace" not only for Japanese but also
for people from neighboring small island countries, we thought that it would be a
good opportunity to nurture the next generation keeping hand in hand with each
other. In 1964, the 18th Olympics was held in the devastated Tokyo after World
War II, but this was an opportunity to disseminate dreams and world peace to
children in the defeated country, and Japan was able to host the Olympics with the
goodwill of friendly nations. With the country’s joining to the United Nations in
1956, synergistically we were given the time to think about the world closer again.
Especially, our generation was still young, we realized that it was an important
mission to join hand in hand with this world as well as this Japan, seeking peace of
each other. The Tokyo Olympic Games became a great chance for it.

We think that Japan has become recognized as a member of the world again by
hosting the 18th Tokyo Olympic Games successfully. After the Olympic Games,
we rebuilt the country after World War 11 and developed economically very much.
We think that it was because there were supports and cooperation by the friendly
nations as well as our own efforts and the geographical advantage of Tokyo that
connects Asia, Oceania and the Americas, even in narrow Japan.

Such an Olympic and Paralympic Games is not only an opportunity for the
development of their own countries, but also for children in small island countries
that will not able to host those Games in their own countries, a wonderful
opportunity to think about the world peace, to understand the world poverty and
to connect with international society. We would sincerely like to share the same
thoughts with the young people in the neighboring island countries. The countries
of the South Pacific have been very friendly nations since the era before World
War II and Japan has been helped a lot. We think that it is also the role of members
of Smart Senior Council of Japan to have many people know about this important
friendly relationship and connect them to the next generation.

We think to start with even small things we can do and have been promoting the
charity activities to invite about 10 high school students to Tokyo, but we have not
yet reached the necessary funds. We hope that everyone agrees with this purpose
and will put your goodwill in the box. Also, this project that we are going to pursue
will involve a lot of wisdom and effort. Please continue your sincere gratitude and
help to this project.

Thank you for having lots of your favors tonight in advance. We look forward to
your continuous support. Thank you.

(Translation: Smart Senior Council of Japan)
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(Information provided by Smart Senior Council of Japan)
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What is Smart Senior Council of Japan (Nippon Kenjin Kaigisho)?

Kobayakawa Akinori
President of Smart Senior Council of Japan

This project is one of the activities of "Smart Senior Council of
Japan (Nippon Kenjin Kaigisho)".

People of the same feeling gathered together at Smart Senior
Council of Japan (Nippon Kenjin Kaigisho), born on September 4,
2014. In the super aging society approaching immediate future, we
encourage healthy self-reliance of the senior generation, making full
use of the knowledge and experience of the members who agree with
it, making recommendations for the same and the next generations
for the sustainable future. Currently we are working on four projects
"Inviting children in the South Pacific to the Tokyo Olympic Games",
"Measures against reducing population", "Healthy longevity" and
"Learning Japanese culture and traditions". Also, at Smart Senior

Council of Japan, we have the following seven goals and we are
making efforts to live more wisely and smart.

1) I do whatever I can do by myself

2) I do something useful for people

3) I will try to stay healthy

4) I have ears to hear and learn from people and society

5) I will take good care of people's warmth

6) I live humbly with a shining smile

7) I will express my gratitude
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We would like to contribute to the realization of a sustainable
and healthy country and society for the next generation through our
activities with your participation and help.

We sincerely look forward to your participation to Smart Senior
Council of Japan.

Donation to : Nippon Kenjin Kaigisho

Transfer to : Yucho Bank

Account number : 0120-6-387235

Please write "South Island"
If you would like to help other than money, please contact us.
Contact address : Nippon Kenjin Kaigisho

(Smart Senior Council of Japan)
Phone 03-6809-4950

FAX 03-6809-4951

E-mail info@nipponkenjin.com
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(Translation: Smart Senior Council of Japan)

PROGRAM

1. IABED X (BReR)

Waraku from Kagoshima Prefecture

2. RSO IHIRNATEES FRe)

Niigata Roa Bandai Taiko

Horyu-kai from Niigata Prefecture

3. XZmE HEAZE (=R

Wako Taiko from Tokyo

4. F0BFH] @BxH B LAFRES BHE)
*E14QBERATYZPIVI—IVBA
Mitsunori Wada, Kanaya Oigawa Kawagoshi
Taiko from Shizuoka Prefecture
*The Winner of the 14th Senior Taiko Competition

5. HERAZRES B

Gojinjo Taiko from Ishikawa Prefecture

6. ZBERARDERK xn
*E£2008FKHEY 2 _73/0—WE%?—A
Third Generation Genryu Shonen-tai
from Oita Prefecture
*The Winner of the 20th Junior Taiko Competition
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Waraku
(Kagoshima Prefecture)

Waraku is located in Izumi-city, northwest of Kagoshima
Prefecture in Kyushu, best known for wintering cranes.

The team has been pursuing to incorporate modernism to the
traditional Taiko so that young generation will be also attracted to
Taiko.

Waraku is named in the hope of creating joy by connecting
people to people through Taiko and creating the new tradition in
the long run.

They have given performances at numerous events in Japan
as well as foreign countries such as Canada and South Korea.
In 2015, the team performed during the 30th National Cultural
Festival held in Kagoshima.
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Niigata Roa Bandai Taiko Horyu-kai
(Niigata Prefecture)

Niigata Roa Bandai Taiko Horyu-kai was formed in 1981 to promote
Taiko by members with hearing impairment. Every one of them loves
Taiko and enjoy practicing every week.

The team regularly performs at the local Niigata Festivals,
nursing homes, and various schools. They were delighted that their
performances in the US (1995) and Russia (1998) greatly contributed
to the international cultural exchanges. In 2009, at the opening
ceremony of the 9th National Sports Competition for People with
Disabilities in Niigata, the team was honoured to perform in the
presence of the Crown Prince.

After the Great East Japan Earthquake, March 11, 2011, members
have been active visiting the disaster areas in the hope of encouraging
the local people through their performances.

The team celebrated its 30th anniversary in 2012. Each and every
member is determined to continue to perform with concerted efforts.
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Wako Taiko
(Tokyo)

Wako Taiko was founded to pass down to the future generations
the sophisticated performance style brought by perfect harmony.
Their performances featuring both dynamism and serenity are highly
evaluated.

They are invited to perform at major events in Japan such as Hakone
Shrine Grand Festival and Rikuzen Takada Kenka Tanabata Festival.
The team has also received opportunities to perform in foreign
countries including the US, Europe, Asia and the Middle East.

Through these activities, Wako Taiko is included in “Beyond
2020” programs. “Beyond 2020” is the official national project which
certifies the usage of the program’s logo mark to cultural programs
which contributes to the creation of legacy with rich diverse cultures
the next generation will be proud of.

Rather than following the trends, they will continue to strive for
authentic Taiko Performances by focusing on three elements of music;
Rhythm, Melody, and Harmony.
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Mitsunori Wada, Kanaya Oigawa Kawagoshi Taiko
(Shizuoka Prefecture)
The Winner of the 14th Senior Taiko Competition
(competition for those over the age of 60)

1945 Born in Nagasaki Prefecture, Kyushu

1980 Started playing Taiko and joined Kanaya Oigawa
Kawagoshi Taiko

1990 Became the leader of its team

1998 Formed the team for people with disabilities

2001 Became the chairman of Shizuoka Taiko Federation

2005 Retired from the leader of the team and the Federation
in order to nurture young people

2017 Won the Grandprize of the 14th Senior Taiko
Competition and received the Award from the Ministry
of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology
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Gojinjo Taiko
(Ishikawa Prefecture)

Gojinjo Taiko originates from Nafune-town, a fishing and farming
village, located 15km east of Wajima-city well known as Wajima-nuri
(traditional lacquer ware), seafood and farmer’s market. The members of
Gojinjo Taiko are limited to only people living in small Nafune-town with
80 households. Members are very looking forward to the summer festival,
“Nafune Taisai”and they put all their passion into the festival.

The origin of Gojinjo Taiko dates back to 1576, when it is reputed to have
saved the village of Nafune on the Noto Peninsula in Ishikawa Prefecture
from an offensive launched by the well-known war lord, Kenshin Uesgi,
to invade the interior region of Noto. In courageous attempt to defend their
native land, the villagers penetrated the Uesugi ranks under the cover of
darkness, wearing masks of bark and with seaweed on their heads to give
the appearance of tangled long hair. The Uesugi camp was thrown into
confusion at the unexpected sound of their Jintaiko (battle drums), and the
unearthly appearances. They fled from the region in due haste. It is said that
the tremendous noises heard that night were the sounds of Gojinjo Taiko.

Gojinjo Taiko was designated as an Intangible Cultural Asset by Wajima
City in 1961, and by Ishikawa Prefecture in 1963.
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Third-Generation Genryu Shonen-tai

(Oita Prefecture)
*The Winner of the 20th Nippon Taiko Junior Competition
(competition for those under the age of 18)

Third-Generation Genryu Shonen-tai was started as one of the 2015
Traditional Culture Parent-child Classroom Projects promoted by the
Agency for Cultural Affairs. The team has been training Taiko under
Yufuin Genryu Taiko, one of the Intangible Cultural Assets by Yufu-
city in Oita Prefecture.

The team has been taught that leaning technique has to go in hand
with self-improvement. The team’s motto is “Never forget to be
humble and thankful”.

Third Generation Genryu Shonen-tai is extremely happy and
grateful to win the Grandprize of this year’s Junior Taiko Competition
selected from 536 teams 5,704 participants.

Tonight’s performance is entitled, “Tenchi Genryu”. Members put
their efforts to express their appreciation for this opportunity and to
those who have supported their activities. Shonen-tai will continue to
strive for better performances.
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¥¢ Taiko Event Schedule Y

2018. 8. 30, Thursday

B Nippon Taiko University Festival

(Bunkyo Civic Hall, Bunkyo-ku, Tokyo)

Performances by university students in Japan.

Admission free

2018.10. 7, Sunday

H National Challenged Taiko Festival

(Bunkyo Civic Hall, Bunkyo-ku, Tokyo)
Mentally/physically challenged Taiko teams gather to perform and exchange
their Taiko experiences.

Admission free

2018.10.14, Sunday

B National Cultural Festival-Taiko Festival

(J:COM Horuto Hall OITA, Oita-city, Oita)

Performances by Taiko teams from various regions of Japan.
Admission free

2018. 11. 3, Saturday

B Asakusa Taiko Festival

(Asakusa Sumida Park, Taito-ku, Tokyo)
Performances by Taiko teams in Japan.
Admission free

2018. 11. 25, Sunday

M Nippon Taiko Senior Competition
(Matto Culture Center, Hakusan-city, Ishikawa)
All performers are over the age of 60.
Admission free

2019. 3. 24, Sunday

B Nippon Taiko Junior Competition

(Kenshin Cultural Center, Koriyama-city, Fukushima)

Junior performers under the age of 18 selected from prefectural preliminary

contests perform at this nation-wide final competition.
Advance Ticket 2,000 yen Today’s Ticket 2,500 yen

M Nippon Taiko Courses

Nippon Taiko Seminars are held as below:

2018. 6.2-3 (Sat. Sun.) Fujioka-city, Gunma

2018. 9.22-23 (Sat. Sun.) Nishio-city, Aichi

2019. 2.16-17 (Sat. Sun.) Uki-city, Kumamoto

Anyone regardless of age can take basic to advanced level courses. Our
chapters also hold Taiko courses.

M Nippon Taiko Official Certification

Your Taiko skill can be measured by official certification tests. Three
levels of Taiko Instructor’s Certificate and five levels of Taiko Technical
Certificate are issued by the Foundation. Beginners are welcome.

For further information, please visit our website at
www.nippon-taiko.or.jp
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Chairman
Established
Branches
Members

Nippon Taiko Foundation

Hideaki Matsumoto

11 November 1997

45 Prefectural Chapters

700 Taiko Teams

(20,000 Individual Taiko Players)

B

To further disseminate and to promote Japanese

traditional Taiko culture both domestically and
internationally.

In order to achieve the objectives of the Foundation,

following activities are being pursued.

creations

. Supporting the development of Taiko traditions and its new

. Organizing Taiko concerts, seminars and festivals

. Hosting international cultural exchanges

. Training and educating Taiko players

. Conducting surveys and researches on Taiko

. Other activities in support of the Foundation’s objectives
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